
 

Summer Reading Possibilities  

6th – 8th grades  

 

Single titles:  

Along for the Ride – Sarah Dessen RL YA Realistic Fiction 8th grade only  

Auden gets a chance to recapture the carefree teen life she missed while her parents were going through a divorce 

when she goes to spend the summer with her dad and his new family in a charming beach town and meets fellow 

insomniac Eli, an intriguing loner fighting demons of his own.  

 

Anya’s Ghost – Vera Brosgol RL YA Graphic Novel 8th grade only  

Anya, embarrassed by her family and lacking confidence in her body and her social skills, finally finds a friend after falling 

down a well, but quickly learns there are drawbacks to having a ghost for a friend.  

 

Bruiser – Neal Shusterman RL YA Science Fiction 8th grade only  

Inexplicable events start to occur when sixteen-year-old twins Tennyson and Bronte befriend a troubled and 

misunderstood outcast, aptly nicknamed Bruiser, and his little brother, Cody. Award-winning author Shusterman 

delivers a suspenseful and chilling psychological thriller about friendship, family, and the sacrifices we make for the 

people we love.  

 

City of Orphans – Avi RL 4.5 Historical Fiction  

In 1893 New York, thirteen-year-old Maks, a newsboy, teams up with Willa, a homeless girl, to clear his older sister, 

Emma, from charges that she stole from the brand new Waldorf Hotel, where she works. Includes historical notes.  

Climbing the Stairs – Padma Venkatraman RL Young Adult HL750 Lexile Historical fiction 7th and 8th  

grades only  

 

In India, in 1941, when her father becomes brain-damaged in a non-violent protest march, fifteen-year-old Vidya and 

her family are forced to move in with her father's extended family and become accustomed to a totally different way of 

life. Dr. Venkatraman visited us earlier this year and spoke to all of our classes, discussing writing, overcoming barriers, 

and doing your best. We also have two of her other books (A Time to Dance and Island’s End) available.  

 

Closed for the Season – Mary Downing Hahn RL 4.3 Mystery  

When thirteen-year-old Logan and his family move into a run-down old house in rural Virginia, he discovers that a 

woman was murdered there and becomes involved with his neighbor Arthur in a dangerous investigation to try to 

uncover the killer. “Another well-done, action-packed mystery from Hahn.” – School Library Journal.  

 

The Compound – S. A. Bodeen RL YA Science Fiction 8th grade only  

Fifteen-year-old Eli, locked inside a radiation-proof compound built by his father to keep them safe following a nuclear 

attack, begins to question his future, as well as his father's grip on sanity as the family's situation steadily disintegrates 

over the course of six years. Want to read more by Bodeen? Try The Raft or Fallout.  

 

Elsewhere – Gabrielle Zevin RL 6.0 Science Fiction  

Is it possible to grow up while getting younger? Welcome to Elsewhere. It is warm, with a breeze, and the beaches are 

marvelous. It's quiet and peaceful. You can't get sick or any older. Curious to see new paintings by Picasso? Swing by one 

of Elsewhere's museums. Need to talk to someone about your problems? Stop by Marilyn Monroe's psychiatric practice. 

Elsewhere is where fifteen-year-old Liz Hall ends up, after she has died. It is a place so like Earth, yet completely 

different.  

 

 



Faraway Island – Annika Thor RL 6.1 Historical Fiction  

In 1939 Sweden, two Jewish sisters wait for their parents to flee the Nazis in Austria, but while eight-year-old Nellie 

settles in quickly, twelve-year-old Stephie feels stranded at the end of the world, with a foster mother who is as cold and 

unforgiving as the island on which they live. (See also the sequel, The Lily Pond, later in this list!)  

Feathers - Jacqueline Woodson RL 4.4 Realistic Fiction  

"Hope is the thing with feathers" starts the poem Frannie is reading in school. Frannie hasn't thought much about hope. 

There are so many other things to think about. During a winter full of surprises, good and bad, Frannie starts seeing a lot 

of things in a new light--her brother Sean's deafness, her mother's fear, the class bully's anger, her best friend's faith and 

her own desire for "the thing with feathers." Frannie works out her own answers, finding hope in everyday goodness.  

 

The Grimm Legacy – Polly Shulman RL 4.0 Fantasy  

New York high school student Elizabeth gets an after-school job as a page at the "New-York Circulating Material 

Repository," and when she gains coveted access to its Grimm Collection of magical objects, she and the other pages are 

drawn into a series of frightening adventures involving mythical creatures and stolen goods.  

 

Half-Brother – Kenneth Oppel RL YA 8th grade only  

In 1973, when a renowned Canadian behavioral psychologist pursues his latest research project--an experiment to 

determine whether chimpanzees can acquire advanced language skills--he brings home a baby chimp named Zan and 

asks his thirteen-year-old son to treat Zan like a little brother. But what will happen when the experiment is over? There 

are no easy answers.   

 

Jeremy Fink and the Meaning of Life - Wendy Mass RL 5.0 Realistic Fiction  

In one month Jeremy Fink will turn thirteen. But does he have what it takes to be a teenager? He collects mutant candy, 

he won't venture more than four blocks from his apartment if he can help it, and he definitely doesn't like surprises. On 

the other hand, his best friend, Lizzy, isn't afraid of anything, even if that might get her into trouble now and then. 

Jeremy's summer takes an unexpected turn when a mysterious wooden box arrives in the mail. According to the writing 

on the box, it holds the meaning of life! Jeremy is supposed to open it on his thirteenth birthday. The problem is, the 

keys are missing, and the box is made so that only the keys will open it without destroying what's inside. Jeremy and 

Lizzy set off to find the keys, but when one of their efforts goes very wrong, Jeremy starts to lose hope that he'll ever be 

able to open the box. But he soon discovers that when you're meeting people named Oswald Oswald and using a private 

limo to deliver unusual objects to strangers all over the city, there might be other ways of finding out the meaning of 

life. Already read Jeremy? No problem! Try The Candymakers or another Wendy Mass book. We have lots and they're all 

great!  

 

The Lily Pond – Annika Thor RL 4.9 Historical Fiction  

Sequel to Faraway Island: Having left Nazi-occupied Vienna a year ago, thirteen-year-old Jewish refugee Stephie Steiner 

adapts to life in the cultured Swedish city of Gothenburg, where she attends school, falls in love, and worries about her 

parents who were not allowed to emigrate.  

 

Matched – Ally Condie RL YA Fantasy 8th grade only  

Cassia has always had complete trust in the Society to make decisions for her, but when she is being paired with her 

ideal mate, a second face flashes on the screen, and Cassia begins to doubt the Society's infallibility as she tries to decide 

which man she truly loves.  

 

The Madman of Piney Woods – Christopher Paul Curtis RL 5.4 Lexile 870 Historical Fiction  

Companion book to: Elijah of Buxton. Even though it is now 1901, the people of Buxton, Canada, originally a settlement 

of runaway slaves, and Chatham, Canada, are still haunted by two events of half a century before--the American Civil 

War and the Irish potato famine--and the lasting damage those events caused to the survivors. Benji and Red couldn't be 

more different. They aren't friends. They don't even live in the same town. But their fates are entwined. A chance  



meeting leads the boys to discover that they have more in common than meets the eye. Both of them have encountered 

a strange presence in the forest, watching them, tracking them. Could the Madman of Piney Woods be real?  

Michael Vey: The Prisoner of Cell 25 RL YA Science Fiction 7th and 8th only  

 

Fourteen-year-old Michael discovers he has special electrical powers and, with the help of his best friends, becomes 

aware that there are other teens with similar powers, but something or someone is hunting them and, after Michael's 

mother is kidnapped, he will need to rely on his powers and his friends to rescue his mom, protect himself, and save the 

others. Already read Michael Vey? We have the other books in the series too! 

  

Mindblind - Jennifer Roy RL YA 7th and 8th only  

Fourteen-year-old Nathaniel Clark, who has Asperger's Syndrome, tries to prove that he is a genius by writing songs for 

his rock band so that he can become a member of the prestigious Aldus Institute, the premier organization for the 

profoundly gifted. (Mr. Anderson and Mr. Hopkins loved this one too!)  

 

Moon Over Manifest – Clare Vanderpool RL 5.3 Historical Fiction  

Newbery Book! Twelve-year-old Abilene Tucker is the daughter of a drifter who, in the summer of 1936, sends her to 

stay with an old friend in Manifest, Kansas, where he grew up, and where she hopes to find out some things about his 

past.  

 

Murder at Midnight – Avi RL 4.7 Mystery, Historical Fiction  

Falsely accused of plotting to overthrow King Claudio, scholarly Mangus the magician, along with his street-smart 

servant boy, Fabrizio, face deadly consequences unless they can track down the real traitor by the stroke of midnight.  

Now Is the Time for Running - Michael Williams RL YA Realistic Fiction. 7th and 8th only  

 

Just down the road from their families, Deo and his friends play soccer in the dusty fields of Zimbabwe, cheered on by 

Deo's older brother, Innocent. It is a day like any other . . . until the soldiers arrive and Deo and Innocent are forced to 

run for their lives, fleeing the wreckage of their village for the distant promise of safe haven. Along the way, they face 

the prejudice and poverty that await refugees everywhere, and must rely on the kindness of people they meet to make 

it through. But when tragedy strikes, Deo's love of soccer is all he has left. Can he use that gift to find hope once more?  

 

Okay for Now – Gary Schmidt RL 4.9 Realistic Fiction  

Fourteen-year-old Doug Swieteck faces many challenges, including an abusive father, a brother traumatized by Vietnam, 

suspicious teachers and police officers, and isolation, but when he meets a girl known as Lil Spicer, he develops a close 

relationship with her and finds a safe place at the local library. This is a spin-off from Wednesday Wars - I'd read that 

first for background on this character, but it's not necessary to enjoy this book.  

 

Olive’s Ocean – Kevin Henkes RL 6.6 Realistic Fiction  

On a summer visit to her grandmother's cottage by the ocean, twelve-year-old Martha gains perspective on the death of 

a classmate, on her relationship with her grandmother, on her feelings for an older boy, and on her plans to be a writer.  

 

One for the Murphys - Lynda Mullaly Hunt RL 3.5 Realistic Fiction  

Carley uses humor and street smarts to keep her emotional walls high and thick. But the day she becomes a foster child, 

and moves in with the Murphys, she's blindsided. This loving, bustling family shows Carley the stable family life she 

never thought existed, and she feels like an alien in their cookie-cutter-perfect household. Despite her resistance, the 

Murphys eventually show her what it feels like to belong--until her mother wants her back and Carley has to decide 

where and how to live. Read this?  Try Hunt’s Fish in a Tree!  

 

 

 



Orwell’s Luck – Richard Jennings RL 4.5 Fantasy  

While caring for an injured rabbit which becomes her confidant, horoscope writer, and source of good luck, a thoughtful 

seventh grade girl learns to see things in more than one way.  

The Other Side of the Island – Allegra Goodman RL YA Science Fiction  

Honor, living with her mom and dad on Island 365 in the Tranquil Sea, an environment controlled by the Earth Mother 

Corporation in a post-apocalyptic world, becomes more fearful as she grows older and realizes that her nonconformist 

parents are putting the entire family at risk.  

 

Out of My Mind - Sharon Draper RL 4.3 Realistic Fiction  

Eleven-year-old Melody has a photographic memory. Her head is like a video camera that is always recording. Always. 

And there's no delete button. She's the smartest kid in her whole school—but no one knows it. Most people—her 

teachers and doctors included—don't think she's capable of learning, and up until recently her school days consisted of 

listening to the same preschool-level alphabet lessons again and again and again. If only she could speak up, if only she 

could tell people what she thinks and knows . . . but she can't, because Melody can't talk. She can't walk. She can't write. 

Being stuck inside her head is making Melody go out of her mind—that is, until she discovers something that will allow 

her to speak for the first time ever. At last Melody has a voice . . . but not everyone around her is ready to hear it.  

 

Powerless – Matthew Cody RL 5.3 Mystery  

Soon after moving to Noble's Green, Pennsylvania, twelve-year-old Daniel learns that his new friends have super powers 

that they will lose when they turn thirteen, unless he can use his brain power to protect them.  

The Raft - S. A. Bodeen RL YA Realistic Fiction 7th and 8th only  

 

Robie is an experienced traveler. She's taken the flight from Honolulu to the Midway Atoll, a group of Pacific islands 

where her parents live, many times. When she has to get to Midway in a hurry after a visit with her aunt in Hawaii, she 

gets on the next cargo flight at the last minute. She knows the pilot, but on this flight, there's a new co-pilot named Max. 

All systems are go until a storm hits during the flight. The only passenger, Robie doesn't panic until the engine suddenly 

cuts out and Max shouts at her to put on a life jacket. They are over miles of Pacific Ocean. She sees Max struggle with a 

raft. And then . . . she's in the water. Fighting for her life. Max pulls her onto the raft, and that's when the real terror 

begins. They have no water. Their only food is a bag of Skittles. There are sharks. There is an island. But there's no sign of 

help on the way. Nutmeg nominee by the author of The Compound.  

 

Revolver – Marcus Sedgwick RL YA Historical Fiction 8th grade only  

Fourteen-year-old Sig is stranded at a remote cabin in the Arctic wilderness with his father, who died just hours earlier 

after falling through the ice, when a terrifying man arrives, claiming Sig's father owes him a share of a horde of stolen 

gold and that he will kill Sig if he does not get his money.  

 

Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry - Mildred Taylor RL 5.7 Historical Fiction  

Newbery Medal. This is a remarkably moving novel--one that has impressed the hearts and minds of millions of readers. 

Set in Mississippi at the height of the Depression, it is the story of one family's struggle to maintain their integrity, pride, 

and independence in the face of racism and social injustice. And, too, it is Cassie's story--Cassie Logan, an independent 

girl who discovers over the course of an important year why having land of their own is so crucial to the Logan family, 

even as she learns to draw strength from her own sense of dignity and self-respect. This is an older book but 

exceptional. Pair it with Words by Heart by Ouida Sebestyen.  

 

The Running Dream – Wendelin Van Draanen RL YA Realistic Fiction 8th grade only  

When a school bus accident leaves sixteen-year-old Jessica an amputee, she returns to school with a prosthetic limb and 

her track team finds a way to help rekindle her dream of running again. Nutmeg Honor Book, 2013.  

 

 



Scorpio Races – Maggie Stiefvater RL YA Fantasy 8th grade only  

The Scorpio Races take place every November on the island of Thisby, with wild horses that emerge from the sea and 

young men who risk their lives to ride them. This year, 17-year-old Puck Connolly plans to break tradition as the first girl 

to enter the face. This book, a previous Nutmeg nominee, is a wild mix of horror, action, fantasy, and romance.  

 

Shabanu: Daughter of the Wind - Suzanne Fisher Staples RL YA 7th and 8th only  

Life is both sweet and cruel to strong-willed young Shabanu, whose home is the windswept Cholistan Desert of Pakistan. 

The second daughter in a family with no sons, she's been allowed freedoms forbidden to most Muslim girls. But when a 

tragic encounter with a wealthy and powerful landowner ruins the marriage plans of her older sister, Shabanu is called 

upon to sacrifice everything she's dreamed of. Should she do what is necessary to uphold her family's honor--or listen to 

the stirrings of her own heart?  

 

Ship Breaker – Paolo Bacigalupi RL YA Science Fiction 8th grade only  

In America's Gulf Coast region, where grounded oil tankers are being broken down for parts, Nailer, a teenage boy, 

works the light crew, scavenging for copper wiring just to make quota--and hopefully live to see another day. But when, 

by luck or chance, he discovers an exquisite clipper ship beached during a recent hurricane, Nailer faces the most 

important decision of his life: Strip the ship for all it's worth or rescue its lone survivor, a beautiful and wealthy girl who 

could lead him to a better life. In this powerful novel, award-winning author Paolo Bacigalupi delivers a thrilling, fast-

paced adventure set in a vivid and raw, uncertain future.  

 

A Single Shard - Linda Sue Park RL 6.6 Historical Fiction  

Newbery Book. Set in 12th century Korea, Tree-ear, a 13-year-old orphan, lives under a bridge in Ch'ulp'o, a potters' 

village famed for delicate celadon ware. He has become fascinated with the potter's craft; he wants nothing more than 

to watch master potter Min at work, and he dreams of making a pot of his own someday. When Min takes Tree-ear on 

as his helper, Tree-ear is elated — until he finds obstacles in his path: the backbreaking labor of digging and hauling clay, 

Min's irascible temper, and his own ignorance. But Tree-ear is determined to prove himself — even if it means taking a 

long, solitary journey on foot to present Min's work in the hope of a royal commission . . . even if it means arriving at the 

royal court with nothing to show but a single celadon shard. If you're looking for a book in faraway places and times, a 

quiet book that makes you think, this is for you.  

 

Trash – Andy Mulligan RL YA Realistic Fiction, Mystery  

A group of fourteen-year-old boys, who make a living picking garbage from the outskirts of a large city, finds something 

special and mysterious that brings terrifying consequences.  

 

Wednesday Wars – Gary Schmidt RL 5.6 Realistic Fiction  

During the 1967 school year, on Wednesday afternoons when all his classmates go to either Catechism or Hebrew 

school, seventh-grader Holling Hoodhood stays in Mrs. Baker's classroom where they read the plays of William 

Shakespeare and Holling learns much of value about the world he lives in.   Already read the Wednesday Wars?  Try 

Tourble or OK for Now. 

 

What Happened to Goodbye – Sarah Dessen RL YA Realistic Fiction 8th grade only  

Seventeen-year-old Mclean begins to lose sight of who she really is after she tries to reinvent herself at each school she 

attends after her parents' divorce and her father moves her from town to town.  

 

When You Reach Me - Rebecca Stead RL 4.5 Fantasy/Science Fiction  

Newbery Medal! Four mysterious letters change Miranda's world forever. By sixth grade, Miranda and her best friend, 

Sal, know how to navigate their New York City neighborhood. They know where it's safe to go, like the local grocery 

store, and they know whom to avoid, like the crazy guy on the corner. But things start to unravel. Sal gets punched by a 

new kid for what seems like no reason, and he shuts Miranda out of his life. The apartment key that Miranda's mom 



keeps hidden for emergencies is stolen. And then Miranda finds a mysterious note scrawled on a tiny slip of paper: I am 

coming to save your friend's life, and my own. I must ask two favors. First, you must write me a letter.  

The notes keep coming, and Miranda slowly realizes that whoever is leaving them knows all about her, including things 

that have not even happened yet. Each message brings her closer to believing that only she can prevent a tragic death. 

Until the final note makes her think she's too late. The ending is one of the best, most unexpected surprises I've seen - I 

didn't figure it out! Will you?  

 

Whirligig - Paul Fleischman RL YA Realistic Fiction 7th and 8th only  

While traveling to each corner of the country to build a whirligig in memory of the girl whose death he caused, sixteen-

year-old Brian's wind toys are found by people in need: a Maine schoolgirl yearning for her first love, a Miami street-

sweeper desperate for peace and quiet, a kid in Washington who just wants to play baseball, and a San Diego teenager 

dealing with loss. Brent's whirligigs bring hope to others, but will they be able to heal the wounds deep inside himself?  

Wonderstruck – Brian Selznick RL 5.0 Mystery  

 

If you loved Hugo Cabret, this is for you: the stories of twelve-year-old Ben, who loses his mother and his hearing in a 

short time frame and decides to leave his Minnesota home in 1977 to seek the father he has never known in New York 

City; and Rose, who lives with her father but feels compelled to search for what is missing in her life. Ben's story is told in 

words; Rose's in pictures.  

 

 

Series:  

100 Cupboards – N. D. Wilson RL 4.2 – 5.0 Fantasy  

“After twelve-year-old Henry's parents are kidnapped, he moves to Kansas. There, he and his cousin discover one 

hundred mysterious cupboard doors--the keys to different universes. Wilson develops the quirky household with quiet 

pleasure. Henry and his family emerge as highly appealing characters whom readers will want to encounter again.” – 

Horn Book Magazine A very quirky page-turner with lots of excitement and unexpected twists!  

 

Alex Rider – Anthony Horowitz RL 4.8 – 6.9 Adventure  

Action-packed adventures! As a spy for Britain's intelligence agency M16, fourteen-year-old Alex Rider has been shot at 

by international terrorists, chased down a mountainside, stood face to face with evil...what's next?  

 

Bartimaeus – Jonathan Stroud RL 5.5 – 6.3 Fantasy  

Nathaniel, a young magician's apprentice, becomes caught in a web of magical espionage, murder, and rebellion, after 

he summons the djinni Bartimaeus and instructs him to steal the Amulet of Samarkand from the powerful magician 

Simon Loveland. 

  

Chronicles of Vladimir Tod – Heather Brewer RL Young Adult Horror  

Thirteen-year-old half-vampire Vladimir Tod struggles to navigate the ups and downs of attending school while keeping 

his untested powers and impulses under control.  8th grade only 

 

Gallagher Girls – Ally Carter RL YA Spy Fiction 8th grade only  

Covert Operations 101 Most people know the Gallagher Academy for Exceptional Young Women as a school for the 

elite--manicured lawns, limo-lined driveway, and the best faculty in the country. But they have no idea what really goes 

on behind the ivy, or what the brochures mean by "exceptional"--that the Gallagher Academy is actually a highly 

classified school for spies. The Gallagher Girls may be prodigies in espionage, but there are some mysteries even a 

genius I.Q. and serious combat skills can't help solve--like how to keep your heart undercover.... Join CIA legacy Cammie 

Morgan and her fellow spies-in-training as they take their covert talents from the classroom to the field.  

 

 



Harry Potter (last two books) – J. K. Rowling RL 5.3 – 7.3 Fantasy  

After 10 miserable years with his aunt and uncle, Harry Potter is invited to attend Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and 

Wizardry. Each book follows another year in Harry's education while more of his frightening destiny is revealed. The 

concluding books of this extremely popular series are definitely for older students – and well worth waiting for!  

 

Hunger Games trilogy – Suzanne Collins RL YA Science Fiction 8th grade only  

Sixteen-year-old Katniss Everdeen accidentally becomes a contender in the annual Hunger Games, a grave competition 

hosted by the Capitol where young boys and girls are pitted against one another in a televised fight to the death.  

 

The Last Apprentice – Joseph Delaney RL 5.5 – 6.6 Fantasy  

For years, Old Gregory has been the Spook for the county, ridding the local villages of evil. Now his time is coming to an 

end. But who will take over for him? Twenty-nine apprentices have tried some floundered, some fled, some failed to 

stay alive. Only Thomas Ward is left. He's the last hope, the last apprentice.  

 

Cinder – Merissa Meyer RL YA Lexile 790 Science Fiction 7th and 8th only  

In this fast-paced science fiction, humans and androids crowd the raucous streets of New Beijing. A deadly plague 

ravages the population. From space, a ruthless lunar people watch, waiting to make their move. No one knows that 

Earth's fate hinges on one girl. . . . Cinder, a gifted mechanic, is a cyborg. She's a second-class citizen with a mysterious 

past, reviled by her stepmother and blamed for her stepsister's illness. But when her life becomes intertwined with the 

handsome Prince Kai's, she suddenly finds herself at the center of an intergalactic struggle, and a forbidden attraction. 

Caught between duty and freedom, loyalty and betrayal, she must uncover secrets about her past in order to protect her 

world's future. This is the first book of the Lunar Chronicles series.  

 

Pendragon - D. J. MacHale RL 4.7 - 5.4 Fantasy/Science Fiction  

Bobby Pendragon is a seemingly normal fourteen-year-old boy. He has a family, a home, and even Marley, his beloved 

dog. But there is something very special about Bobby. He is going to save the world. And not just Earth as we know it. 

Bobby is slowly starting to realize that life in the cosmos isn't quite what he thought it was. And before he can object, he 

is swept off to an alternate dimension known as Denduron, a territory inhabited by strange beings, ruled by a magical 

tyrant, and plagued by dangerous revolution. If Bobby wants to see his family again, he's going to have to accept his role 

as savior, and accept it wholeheartedly. Because, as he is about to discover, Denduron is only the beginning.... The first 

book in the series is Merchant of Death - who can resist that title?? There are ten books in the series - if you like this 

series, you have a whole summer of reading fun built right in!  

 

Skulduggery Pleasant – Derek Landy RL 4.9 – 5.0 Fantasy  

Meet Skulduggery Pleasant: Ace Detective, Snappy Dresser, Razor-tongued Wit, Crackerjack Sorcerer, and Walking, 

Talking, Fire-throwing Skeleton -as well as ally, protector, and mentor of Stephanie Edgley, a very unusual and darkly 

talented twelve-year-old. These two alone must defeat an all-consuming ancient evil. The end of the world? Over his 

dead body.  

 


